The cyber story

By Wendolyn Vélez-Torres (comic made on toondoo.com all graphics from toondoo.com)

Come on honey. | am making
i your favorite tonight.

LIKE YESTERDAY [N MATH CLASS,,
] MAGGIE ALWAYS GETS EVERY NG, | e,
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[..OR LIKE WHEN SHE GOT THE
LEAD IN THE SCHOOL PLAY...
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WOW! M 50 EXCITED! Awesome!
1 JUST GOT AN E-MAIL Now vou can
ACCOUNT. y

I zan't wait! I'm

— | write to us! . going to write

e-mails all daylMy e-mail is
maggieg(@ hmail.com!




So...what's your

. passwo rd?

Fuppies! lsn't
that cool?

THE NEXT DAY..
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y I'll show that little
goody two shoes...
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Welcome to H mail.

Username:

Password.
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she loses all her friends.
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happy she is when

Welcome to H mail.

Username: maggieg@hmail.com

J Password: puppies
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Heh heh heh. She was so stupid [' *

to tell everyone her password...
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Contacts: TO: Contacts

5o@cmaﬂ.cﬂ.m ey everyone! Do you all
. . know that Il ugly?!
mattj@hmail.com now that you are o' ugy
~ Do you really think | like
gigi@jmail.com you?!PLEASE! You are crazy

to think | really want to be

S0 now let's go to Maggie's

contact list...

ATER ON THAT DAY AT MATTS
HOUSE.
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GOING TO WRITE

E-MAILS ALL DAY?L AND THIS 1S
WHAT YOU DO? | CAN'T BELIEVE
YOU MAGaIE!

Hi EVEEYONE
YU AREALL
UaLY Bk You
EEALLY THiMK




AT SHELBY'S HOUSE... AT GINA'S HOUSE...

: [ thought she -
! was my friend.

OK, HOLD ON | GOT
AN E-MAIL ™Y OU ARE
ALL UALY..." OH MAGAGIE...

HE NEXT PAY AT SCHOOL..
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Shelby...what's
wrong with Gina?

You would know.

: What are you talking abaut?
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l You werg so mean. .
Friends don't do that.

Wait!'What did | do?

You're unbelievable. 'm out
of here!

What did | do?




What does she
want?
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Why don't you come up
and do the afterncon announcements?




I didn't have my hand up.
Plzase call on someaone alse.

Maggie,
ld like to speak to you

out in the haliway please.

Oh she's in trouble!

Everyone else, please do
page 5 in your Math books.




Maggie, this is so unlike you.
What's wrong?
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MNothing...

Maggie please don't lie to me.

| want to help you.

Maggie what in world
has you this upset?




Hmm...those are your friends.

Like who dear? I'm sure we can get to the bottom of
d ' L this.

Everyong is mad at me
and | don't know why.

Matt, Gina and Shelby.

Oh my..




Kids, Maggie thinks you are mad at her,
Could you tell me why she thinks this?
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She knows why!

You sent all of us

[ ]
e mean e-mails|

Mo | don't! | didn't do anything!

5o, you could have sent
the e-maila frem her house.

| didn't. Granny doesn't

Ne! | haven't been enline in twe days! I've have a computer!

keen at my grandmother's house.




Maggie, is it possible someone
else might know your e-mail password?

Please believe me!
1 You can call my mom.
She'll tell you. Granny doesn't

have a computer!

: Oh | see. Kids, | think Maggie's e-mail account 3

E has bean hacked.




"When an account is hacked,
that means it has been broken

|into."

"In Maggie's case, | believe

she was a victim of "

S, you're saying Maggie

didn't send those e-mails? E

f

I'm afraid so.

"Posing is when someone logs into
another person's account and
pretends to be them."

And so Shelby, Matt and Gina
apologize to Maggie and return
to class.
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You should delete the account
and make a new one. This time, however. make
sure you keep your password private. The only
L | people who should know your password Is you
and your parents.

Sigh.| think this means |

should start that new unit tomaorrow.

So, what should | do with

my e-mail account?

Welcome class. Teday we are going
to start a special unit about

cyberbullying.




Cyberbullying is when you bully others online
using the Internet or any electronic device.
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But, bullying means you hit someone.

You can't hit someone on the Internet.

"Well , bullying doesn't always mean you

hit someone. Bullying simply means that one

or more people do something that is But, what does bullying have

meant to make someone feel bad. humilated to do with the Internet?

embarrassed or left out.”




"Well, people communicate with others online. That
i i "That's because words have
means the Internet is a community. So, we have

to be careful what we write to others whan we consequences. With our words
communicate onling."

we have the power to make others

feel

| knew you can do it!

...or awful about themselves. "When hurtful words are written they can

be particularly painful."

Nobody likes you! Why did you even come to
this school?!



| don't understand.

| think | would feel angry.

| think | would

feel confused.

"Okay let's think of an example. How would you feel
if | wrote this message in permanent ink on

our board?"

All the students

in this class are

lazy and smell.

| think | would

feel self-conscious.

[ think | would think
it was a joke because

| wouldn't believe it.




| think | would want
to know why.

| think | would feel ashamed.

Good, honest descriptions
of your feelings everyone.

"Okay, now imagine that you see this message
every day you came to class. How would

vou feel?"

All the students in

this class are lazy and

7\

=i We wouldn't want to come to class

All the students in

this class are lazy and

smell.

I'd start belisving

the message was true.

\ — Iwould gat in troubla on
purpose just to avoid class.
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"That's what cyberbullying feels like.

So, if | wrote those words on the chalkboard
| would ke using written words to hurt you.That's

EEREALEALEE"

It's like someone writing something

BARRIRIREA Ry

one form of bullying.
e . " ] - awful on a wall with permanent ink

for everyone to see."

"Once you write or put something
online it is almost impossible to take
it back."

But in your example, we would know

So, If you write something online you wrote the message because |-
that is meant te hurt someone, that's we saw you do it. You can't see who is
cyberbullying? writing en the Internet.

Exactly. It hurts and is not okay. i
'._____________‘_\___.__..‘.‘____,_”!‘_‘_a-




"True, you can't see who is "You see , all computers send out a signal when

writing on the Internet but that you are on the Internet. These signals are called

doesn't mean you can't find out who ip addresses. These signals leave an

= electronic trail so anything you put online

wrote or posted something. 2 g
can be tracked. even e-mails you send.

YOURE PUMB!
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 "Can you get in trouble if you cyberbully
¥ someone?"

veees “It is a big deal because you can't see

Yes,.dyzu (;a; ?’efs mtbo:ro‘uble B yo: .do the other person's face. You can't see
S/ @r ARG PenEvIOr e ) 1 how your words made the person feel.

] ) If you wouldn't say it to someone's face
there are laws against using the

intamict ¥o hubt stheie.” in real life, you shouldn't type it online.




If you ever receive

So, what should you do if you an online communication

are cyberbullied?

that makes you feel

bad or scared, you need
to step away from the

ﬂﬂmputer to calm down.

You should also
not answer the
communication back.

That's what the bully wants .
He or she wants to know thay

upset you. They want a reaction.

"Plus, when you are angry or upset, you
might write something just as bad as the
person who is cyberbullying you. That
would make you a cyberbully too."

It is not okay for someone to
try to hurt you with their words,
but it also isn't okay if you

try to hurt the cyberbully

with your words.




After you have

taken a few minutes to
calm down, you should
save the communication
and block the sender.

Oy,

Then you must tell an
dult you trust so they
can help you.

"l understand that but you save the
communication so you can have evidence. If you
have evidence, it is easier to figure out who might
be cyberbullying you. That way the bully will be
caught quicker and they can stop bothering you."

But, if somaone sends me something mean,| don't

want to keap it. That would just make me mare angry if
| see it all the time.
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Oh goodness! There's the bell. :
We'll talk about this more

tomorrow.

GerEEast R




: Grace?Class is over.

What's wrong?

|

| was jealous and angry. It
was stupid and | am sorry.

Well, | appreciate that but | 'm not the
one you should be apoligizing to.

Let's go to my office to
discuss how to make this
right and how you can

make better choices in the |
future.

To learn more
about cyberbullying

and ways to stop it,

please check out




